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PLAGUE IN NEW ORLEANS. 

The onset of illness in the first recognized case of plague in New- 
Orleans was June 24. Since then there have been reported four addi- 
tional cases, the last one having taken ill July 9. The cases occurred 
as follows : 

Case 1. — C. L., white, male, aged 49 years, residence 713 St. Joseph Street, em- 
ployed at Notre Dame Street, warehouse of Volunteers of America, onset of illness 
June 24, 1914. 

Case 2 .— R. W., male, aged 50 years, residence 713 St. Joseph Street, onset of illness 
June 25. 

Case 3. — J. J., Negro, male, aged 8 years, residence 2831 First Street, onset of illness 
June 28. 

Case 4.—L. De J., Negro, male, aged 28 years, residence 2227 St. Ann Street, em- 
ployed at 429 Poydras Street, produce merchant, onset of illness July 5. 

Case 5.— E. D., Negro, female, aged 35 years, residence 1902 Agricultural Avenue, 
corner Allen Street, employed at 307 Lafayette Street, restaurant, onset of illness 
July 9. 

In compliance with the terms of articles 1, 2, and 3 of the inter- 
national sanitary conventions signed at Washington, October 14, 
1905, and at Paris, January 17, 1914, the Governments signatory 
thereof were promptly notified — July 1 of the rumored occurrence of 
plague in New Orleans, and July 6 of the confirmation of the diagno- 
sis by the Federal Health Service. 

Measures for the eradication of plague at New Orleans have been 
mapped out and a force organized and put to work by Surg. Gen. 
Blue, acting under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Dr. Blue has left Asst. Surg. Gen. W. C. Rucker in immediate charge 
of the work in New Orleans and has made a tour of inspection of 
Gulf and river ports. 

Three plague-infected rats have been found — one at 1904 Maga- 
zine Street July 11, one at Burgundy Street July 13, and one at 1529 
Religious Street July 13. The bacteriological diagnosis in all three 
was confirmed July 16. 

The measures being taken to eradicate plague and to prevent its 
spread from the city are as follows: 

All vessels leaving New Orleans are fended off from the dock 8 
feet and rat guards 36 inches in diameter are applied to all lines 
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and cables connecting the vessels with the dock. All gangways are 
guarded by watchmen while down. Prior to loading all vessels are 
fumigated to destroy rats, sulphur being burned to make a 4 per cent 
sulphur dioxide gas in the spaces fumigated. All general freight 
shipped overland and oversea is inspected to ascertain whether there 
is a possibility of its harboring rats or mice. 

Foci of plague, both human and rodent, are being treated by 
evacuation, that is, removal of the inhabitants; by fumigation of all 
buildings; and by deratization by the summary destruction of rat- 
harboring places, intensive trapping and poisoning, and enforced 
rat proofing. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Creel has been made executive officer in 
charge of the working force. Surgeon Corput is in charge of meas- 
ures applied to outgoing vessels. Passed Assistant Surgeon Simpson 
is in charge of the field work in the city. Assistant Surgeon Wil- 
liams is in charge of the laboratory. That portion of the city bounded 
by Canal Street, Claiborne Street, Louisiana Avenue, and the river 
has been divided into three districts, to be placed in charge of Assist- 
ant Surgeons Kearny, Carmelia, and Akin. July 10 the inspection 
of the bodies of all persons dying in the city was begun. This inspec- 
tion is made daily between the hours of 6 and 9 p. m. 

The force making the rodent survey consists of 188 men engaged 
in trapping. They have in use 12,779 traps, which they are syste- 
matically setting throughout the suspected district and adjoining 
territory. Gangs of men have been started distributing rat poison. 
A laboratory has been fitted up and the laboratory examination of 
the rats trapped is in full force. On July 16, 1,039 rats were caught. 
The number of rats being caught is increasing at the rate of about 
100 daily. The residents of the city are being informed of the nature 
of the situation and the necessity for their frank cooperation. This 
is being done through a publicity campaign and daily addresses at 
meetings. Effective rat-proofing laws have been drafted and sub- 
mitted to the city authorities for enactment. 



BUBONIC PLAGUE. 

ITS ERADICATION AND PREVENTION IN URBAN COMMUNITIES. 

By R. H. Creel, Passed Assistant Surgeon, United States roblie Health Service. 

Discussion will be confined to a consideration of the bubonic type 
of plague only, with but a passing reference to the pneumonic form 
of the disease, and city infection will be considered as apart from 
rural. 

From the viewpoint of eradication there is no similarity between 
the pneumonic and the bubonic forms of plague. The term "pneu- 
monic plague" is misleading; it should more properly be designated 



